Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 NATO 06744 01 OF 02 081926Z 
47 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EURE-00 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 
ACDA-10 NSAE-00 PA-02 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 TRSE-00 
SAJ-01 OIC-02 SSO-OO INRE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 COME-OO 
EB-07 MC-02 OMB -01 ERDA-07 ERDE-00 /082 W 

046794 

O R 081808Z DEC 76 

FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 732 

USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

SECDEF IMMEDIATE 

INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS 660 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

CINCLANT 

CINCUSAFE 

CINCUSAREUR 

CINCUSNAVEUR 

USCINCEUR 

USDOCOSOUTH 

USLOSACLANT 

USNMR SHAPE 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 USNATO 6744 

USIA FOR IPS 

EO 11652 N/A 

TAGS MPOL NATO DPC 

SUBJECT DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING DECEMBER 8, 1976: 

AGENDA ITEM XI, COMMUNIQUE 

THERE FOLLOWS BELOW THE TEXT OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE M-DPC-2(76)17, 
THE FINAL DPC MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUE. BEGIN TEXT: 

FINAL COMMUNIQUE 

1 . THE DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
TREATY ORGANISATION MET IN MINISTERIAL SESSION IN BRUSSELS ON 
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7TH AND 8TH DECEMBER. 1976. 

2. MINISTERS REVIEWED A BROAD RANGE OF SUBJECTS RELATING 
TO THE STATE OF SECURITY OF THE ALLIANCE IN THE LIGHT OF 
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DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED SINCE THEIR LAST MEETING. 

THEY RECEIVED AN APPRAISAL OF THE OVERALL DEFENCE SITUATION 
BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL, AND AN ASSESSMENT OF THE MILITARY 
SITUATION BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE. 

3. MINISTERS TOOK NOTE OF THE STATE OF THE CURRENT 

TALKS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION ON THE 
LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC ARMS. THEY REAFFIRMED THEIR SUPPORT 
FOR THE WESTERN POSITION IN THE VIENNA NEGOTIATIONS AND THE 
IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT NATO FORCES BE 
MAINTAINED AND NOT REDUCED EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT OF A MUTUAL 
AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTION AGREEMENT WITH THE EAST, WHICH 
MUST IN NO WAY DIMINISH THE COLLECTIVE SECURITY OF THE ALLIANCE. 

4. MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE ALLIANCE'S TWIN OBIECTIVES OF MAINTAINING AN EFFECTIVE 
DEFENSIVE AND DETERRENT POSTURE AND OF SEEKING A RELAXATION 
OF TENSIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. THEY STRESSED THAT 
NATO'S MILITARY REQUIREMENTS, GIVEN THE DEFENSIVE CHARACTER 
OF THE ALLIANCE, REMAIN RELATED DIRECTLY TO THE REALITY OF 
THE MILITARY THREAT POSED BY THE WARSAW PACT. 

5. MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR SERIOUS CONCERN AT THE 
RELENTLESS GROWTH IN THE STRENGTH OF THE WARSAW PACT FORCES 
IN WHICH AN INCREASING EMPHASIS IS BEING PLACED ON OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES. THE NOTED THE INTRODUCTION OF A RANGE OF 
IMPROVEMENTS WHICH WILL GREATLY INCREASE THE COMBAT CAPABILITIES 
OF THE CONVENTIONAL FORCES OF THE WARSAW PACT AND ENABLE THEM 

TO CARRY OUT SUSTAINED OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS WITH LITTLE PREPARATION. 
FOR EXAMPLE, THE INCREASED RANGE AND PAYLOAD OF THEIR AIR POWER 
HAS PROVIDED THEM WITH A DEEP PENETRATION CAPABILITY AND THE 
MOBILITY, FIREPOWER AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCE UNITS 
HAVE BEEN INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY. IN ADDITION THE QUALITATIVE 
AND QUANTITATIVE IMPROVEMENTS IN ITS NAVAL FORCES GIVE THE 
SOVIET UNION THE CAPABILITY OF BRINGING INCREASING MILITARY 
FORCE TO BEAR WORLD-WIDE. IN THE NUCLEAR FIELD SIGNIFICANT 
IMPROVEMENTS ARE BEING MADE WITH THE APPEARANCE OF NEW NUCLEAR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 NATO 06744 01 OF 02 081 926Z 

WEAPON DELIVERY SYSTEMS EQUIPPED WITH MULTIPLE WARHEADS; THIS 
INCLUDES THE EXPECTED DEPLOYMENT OF THE SS-20 MOBILE INTERMEDIATE 
RANGE BALLISTIC MISSILES CAPABLE OF STRIKING TARGETS IN THE 
WHOLE OF EUROPE AND BEYOND. MINISTERS FURTHER NOTED THAT, 
ALTHOUGH THE WARSAW PACT FORCES ARE ALREADY FAR IN EXCESS OF 
THOSE REQUIRED FOR SELF-DEFENCE, THE PACT CONTINUES TO INCREASE 
ITS FIGHTING CAPABILITIES. THIS IS MADE POSSIBLE BY SIGNIFICANT 
ANNUAL INCREASES IN MILITARY SPENDING. MINISTERS 
NOTED IN THIS RESPECT THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS CURRENTLY 
ESTIMATED TO BE SPENDING ABOUT 13 PERCENT OF ITS GNP AT FACTOR COST 
FOR MILITARY PURPOSES WHICH IS A VERY MUCH HIGHER LEVEL THAN 
OBTAINS IN NATO GENERALLY. 
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6. MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE IMPLICATIONS FOR NATO OF 

THIS CONTINUING BUILD-UP OF WARSAW PACT MILITARY STRENGTH IN 
EUROPE. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND THEY REVIEWED THE NATIONAL 
FORCE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DEFENCE OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE 
CURRENT YEAR AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH NATIONAL PLANS FOR THE 
PERIOD UP TO 1981 WOULD PERMIT PROGRESS TO BE MADE TOWARDS THE 
ACHIEVEMENT IN FULL OF THE FORCE GOALS ADOPTED BY MINISTERS 
IN THE SPRING OF THE CURRENT YEAR. THEY APPROVED THE NATO 
FORCE PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1977-1981 AND DESIGNATED THE FORCES 
WHICH THEIR COUNTRIES UNDERTOOK TO COMMIT TO NATO OVER THE 
COMING 12 MONTHS. 

7. MINISTERS NOTED CERTAIN FORCE IMPROVEMENTS IN TRAIN 

OR PLANNED. A NUMBER OF WHICH WERE REPORTED FOR THE FIRST TIME 
DURING THE COURSE OF THE 1976 NATO DEFENCE REVIEW. THESE 
INCLUDED, FOR EXAMPLE, THE PROCUREMENT OR DEPLOYMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL MODERN AIRCRAFT BY THE UNITED KINGDOM, CANADA AND 
THE UNITED STATES; AND THE RESTRUCTURING OF FORCES BY THE 
UNITED STATES AND GERMANY, LEADING TO A STRENGTHENING OF THE 
COMBAT UNITS AVAILABLE TO THE ALLIANCE. 

8. MINISTERS CONCLUDED THAT THE IMPROVEMENTS NOTED IN 
NATO FORCES, THROUGH UNEVEN, ARE SIGNIFICANT, BUT THAT THERE 
IS A NEED FOR ALL OF THE ALLIES TO UNDERTAKE FURTHER MEASURES 
IF THE ALLIANCE IS TO REVERSE EFFECTIVELY THE ADVERSE TRENDS 
IN THE NATO- WARSAW PACT CONVENTIONAL MILITARY BALANCE. 
ACCORDINGLY. MINISTERS AGREED THAT FURTHER STRENGTHENING IS 
NEEDED IN NATO'S CONVENTIONAL DEFENCES, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
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FIELDS OF ANTI-ARMOUR, AIR DEFENCE AND ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE. 
THEY THEREFORE UNDERTOOK TO REVIEW THEIR DEFENCE CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE ALLIANCE, WITH THE AIM OF IDENTIFYING FURTHER SPECIFIC 
FORCE IMPROVEMENTS AND COMMITMENTS WHICH COULD BE INTRODUCED 
INTO NATIONAL FORCE PLANS TO BE SUBMITTED TO NATO IN 1977, 

WITH A VIEW TO REMEDYING THE DEFICIENCIES WHICH HAVE BREN 
IDENTIFIED. 

9. MINISTERS RECOGNISED THAT THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE 
OBJECTIVES WOULD CALL FOR REAL ANNUAL INCREASES IN DEFENCE 
EXPENDITURE BY ALLIED GOVERNMENTS AND THAT INCREASED 
EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED IN DEFENCE BUDGETS ON ALLOCATIONS TO 
MAJOR RE-EQUIPMENT AND MODERNISATION PROGRAMMES. THEY 
RE-EMPHASISED THE NEED TO MAKE THE OPTIMUM USE OF AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES THROUGH CO-OPERATIVE EFFORTS IN DEFENCE INCLUDING 
FURTHER RATIONALISATION MEASURES. MINISTERS ALSO DISCUSSED 
WAYS IN WHICH DEFENCE PLANNING IN NATO MIGHT BE IMPROVED. 

10. MINISTERS ACKNOWLEDGED THE CONTINUING NEEDS OF 
PORTUGAL AND TURKEY FOR EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE THEIR 
FORCE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALLIANCE AND REAFFIRMED THEIR SUPPORT 
FOR STUDIES WHICH ARE UNDERWAY IN THIS CONTEXT. THEY CONFIRMED 
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THEIR VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE AND OF THE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
SOLIDARITY AND VITAL SECURITY NEEDS OF THE ENTIRE ALLIANCE OF 
THE EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF DEFENCE CO-OPERATION AGREEMENTS 
RELATING TO THE SOUTH-EASTERN FLANK. 

11. THE UNITES STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENSE REPORTED TO 
HIS MINISTERIAL COLLEAGUES ON THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT 
THE UNITED STATES-SPANISH TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERATION 
AND HOW THESE AFFECT THE UNITED STATES ROLE IN EUROPE. 
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12. MINISTERS HEARD WITH INTEREST A STATEMENT BY THE 
MINISTERIAL CHAIRMAN OF THE EUROGROUP ON THE RESULTS OF THE 
EUROGROUP'S DISCUSSIONS IN MINISTERIAL SESSION ON 6TH DECEMBER. 
THEY NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE CONCRETE PROGRESS MADE BY THE 
EUROGROUP SUB GROUPS IN FURTHERING CO-OPERATION; AND THEY 
WELCOMED THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF IMPORTANT EUROPEAN FORCE 
IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR THE COMING YEAR. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR 
APPRECIATION OF EUROGROUP MINISTERS' COMMITMENT TO DEVELOPING 
THE COLLECTIVE DEFENCE CAPABILITIES OF THEIR COUNTRIES IN THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE MANNER FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WHOLE ALLIANCE. 

13. MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE OF A NATO AIRBORNE 
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EARLY WARNING FORCE AND AGREED TO THE NEED FOR AN URGENT DECISION 
ON ITS REALISATION. THEY THEREFORE AGREED TO CALL A MEETING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OF HIGH-LEVEL NATIONAL EXPERTS IN EARLY JANUARY IN ORDER TO 
EXAMINE THE FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF SUCH A REALISATION, TO BE 
FOLLOWED SHORTLY THEREAFTER BY A MEETING OF DEFENCE MINISTERS 
TO COME TO DECISIONS FOR ENDORSEMENT THROUGH NATIONAL PROCESSES. 
IN THE MEANTIME OPERRATIONAL IMPLICATIONS ARE BEING DISCUSSED 
WITHIN THE APPROPRIATE BODIES. 

14. MINISTERS, REAFFIRMING THAT THE COMMON INFASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAMME REMAINS ONE OF NATO'S MOST EFFECTIVE CO-OPERATIVE 
DEFENCE EFFORTS, TOOK NOTE OF THE REQUEST OF THE NATO MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING. THEY RECOGNISED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MEETING THE REQUEST OF THE NATO MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES FOR AN INCREASE IN THE CEILING FOR THE CURRENT 
FIVE-YEAR PROGRAMME (1975-1979) AND INVITED THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMITTEE AND THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES TO ARRIVE AT AN 
AGREEMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

15. MINISTERS DISCUSSED RATIONALISATION/SPECIALISATION 
AND FURTHER INTEGRATION OF THE ALLIANCE'S DEFENCE EFFORTS, 

NOTING THAT A FULL REPORT ON THE NATO FLEXIBILITY STUDIES WOULD 
BE AVAILABLE FOR THEIR SPRING MEETING. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR 
APPRECIATION AT THE STEADY PROGRESS BEING MADE IN THE FIELD 

OF COMMON TACTICAL DOCTRINES AND IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATO 
TRAINING PROJECTS AND SCHOOLS. THEY ALSO ENDORSED CONTINUING 
WORK TOWARDS THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE ALLIANCE’S CRISIS MANAGEMENT 
ARRANGEMENTS AND FOR THE RATIONALISATION OF THE NATO 
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS. IN ADDITION. MINISTERS NOTED THE 
EFFORTS BEING MADE TO EXTEND CO-OPERATION IN LOGISTICS, AND 
AGREED TO SEEK OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASED USE OF EXISTING 
NATO ORGANIZATIONS FOR COMMON LOGISTIC SUPPORT, SUCH AS THE 
NATO MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY ORGANIZATION. THEY NOTED WITH 
SATISFACTION THE EFFORTS BEING MADE TO INCREASE THE CIVIL 
SUPPORT FOR MILITARY OPERATIONS. 

16. MINISTERS EXAMINED SEPARATELY SEVERAL REPORTS RELATING 
TO STANDARDISATION AND INTEROPERABILITY. THEY WELCOMED THE 
EMPAHSIS BEING PLACED BY THE CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL ARMAMENTS 
DIRECTORS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FURTHER CO-OPERATIVE PROJECTS 
FOR COMMON EQUIPMENT AND ITS DECISION TO INTENSIFY 
STANDARDISATION SUTDIES IN THE AREA OF MUNITIONS. THEY 

NOTED THE PROGRESS BEING MADE TOWARDS INTEROPERABILITY IN 
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CERTAIN AREAS, PARTICULARLY IN COMMUNICATIONS, AND ASSOCIATED 
THEMSELVES WITH RECOMMENDATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL FOR FURTHER ACTIONS IN THIS RESPECT. 
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THEY EXAMINED THE PRESENT SITUATION AND THE REASONS FOR 
SUCCESS AND FAILURE IN STANDARDISATION OF EQUIPMENT, DISCUSSED 
THE NEED TO DEVELOP FURTHER THE TRANS-ATLANTIC DIALOGUE ON 
DEFENCE PROCUREMENT ISSUES, AND INVITED PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVES TO CONSIDER WHAT ACTIONS WERE NEEDED TO 
FACILITATE THE WIDER AND MORE SYSTEMATIC ADOPTION OF COMMON 
ARMAMENTS PROGRAMMES. 

17. FINALLY MINISTERS PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO DO THEIR 
UTMOST TO ENSURE THAT THE NECESSARY RESOURCES WOULD BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THEIR FORCE CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE COMMON DEFENCE AND, WITH THIS OBJECT IN VIEW, TO 
SUPPORT AND PROMOTE FURTHER ALLIANCE CO-OPERATIVE VENTURES. 
END TEXT. STRAU SZ-HUPE 
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